REPORTERS

COMMITTEE
FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 2023 YEAR IN REVIEW

RESPONDING WHEN JOURNALISTS NEED US MOST

When a journalist faces a legal crisis, time is of the essence. No phone number is
more important than a newsroom'’s lawyer— but fewer news organizations have
their own counsel now, and legal bills can destroy an independent journalist. That's
why the Reporters Committee’s free Legal Hotline and rapid response capacity
are so critical.
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Rapid response is part of the Reporters Committee’s origin story. We were
founded in 1970 at a time when the nation’s news media faced a wave of
government subpoenas asking reporters to name confidential sources. Just a few
years later, recognizing the immense need for a place to go for legal help, the
Reporters Committee set up a free hotline to provide a single point of contact for
journalists with general legal questions and urgent matters.

e Five decades later, in August 2023, our attorneys sprang into action when local
police raided the office of the Marion County Record, along with the home of
its publisher, Eric Meyer, in Marion, Kansas. We helped the paper obtain a local
attorney and rallied a national coalition of news organizations condemning
this blatant violation of the First Amendment. Our fast, coordinated response
helped get results: Within days, the prosecutor withdrew the search warrant.
The police chief who authorized the raid later resigned, and the newspaper's seized materials were returned.

Reporters Committee attorneys were also quick to respond to unlawful arrests that prevented journalists from
reporting the news. After NewsNation reporter Evan Lambert's arrest while covering the aftermath of a train
derailment and chemical spill in Ohio, lawyers from the Reporters Committee filed a lawsuit on his behalf. The lawsuit
resulted in an $80,000 judgment to compensate Lambert for the wrongful arrest.

And when Los Angeles radio journalist Josie Huang was unlawfully and violently arrested while covering a racial justice
protest, we provided her with free legal representation, securing not only a $700,000 settlement but a precedent-setting
agreement with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department requiring it to train its officers on newsgathering rights.
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Never is the Reporters Committee’s rapid response capacity needed more than
Police, during election cycles and protests. The 2016 and 2020 general elections saw
Protesters, repeated violations of newsgathering rights when journalists covering political

a;f;l;e protests faced abuse, attack, confiscation of equipment, and detention and arrest.

Civil unrest frequently results in violations of press freedom, as journalists seek to
report on the interactions between protesters and police. During the nationwide racial justice protests of 2020, calls to
our Legal Hotline spiked — and they remain consistently high.

As the 2024 election approaches, the Reporters Committee is reinforcing its rapid response capacity, training journalists
about their rights when reporting on campaigns and elections, and working to ensure that police are properly trained for
interactions with reporters at protests.

In October 2023, we spearheaded a meeting of law enforcement and newsrooms with the U.S. Department of Justice
to provide better protections for the press covering demonstrations. We will train journalists and police in the new DOJ
guidance before the 2024 elections.



LOCAL RESOURCES

Journalists in small markets covering local communities are squeezed from every direction:
They face media consolidation, layoffs, and shrinking resources, including diminished legal support.

The Reporters Committee supports local journalists through our Local Legal Initiative and ProJourn,
which connects newsrooms with pro bono help in corporate legal departments and law firms and
increases the supply of pro bono lawyers trained in pre-publication review and access to public records.

Both programs are generously supported by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.

<ERS Coy, Dedicated local journalists break important stories and overcome secretive
Qoq' 4’/,\ government bureaucracies with legal aid from the Reporters Committee.
o ?nn Our legal work in support of these journalists is helping to change policy and
restore transparency and accountability in local government.
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records and video footage following the fatal police beating of a Black man,
Tyre Nichols.

e A lawsuit our Pennsylvania Local Legal Initiative attorney brought on behalf
of journalist Brittany Hailer resulted in a precedent-setting legal win, forcing
Allegheny County to release autopsy records after inmates die in prison.

¢ And our Colorado Local Legal Initiative attorney helped a media coalition
obtain video of an unlawful closed meeting where Denver Public Schools
changed its security policies following a school shooting.

¢ \With the expansion of the Local Legal Initiative to Indiana in 2023, even
more journalists will have access to dedicated pro bono legal expertise.

ProJourn In 2023, ProJourn helped newsrooms break big stories — and protected them

from legal risk, all at no cost.

® KNKX in Washington State relied on ProJourn’s donated legal services
before it went live with an award-winning investigation of alleged misconduct
by coaches in a youth soccer league.

e Civil Eats won a James Beard award for a five-part series on the labor and
health abuses facing workers in the animal agriculture sector, which was
supported by ProJourn’s vetting services.

® ProJourn is now expanding its legal service offerings in response to the
needs of nonprofit media startups. We are linking these newsrooms with law
firms and corporate legal partners that can assist them with governance,
contract, and 501(c)(3)-related legal expertise to sustain these organizations
and keep their communities informed.

® ProJourn launched an Advisory Committee with industry leaders in law,
technology, journalism, and philanthropy, chaired by Thomas R. Burke
of Davis Wright Tremaine LLP and Sima Saraffan of Microsoft, to provide
strategic guidance for the program.



ANNUAL FINANCIALS

The following information is from the Reporters Committee’s Audited Financial Statement for the fiscal
year spanning Jan. 1, 2023, through Dec. 31, 2023.

ASSETS, LIABILITIES, AND FUND
BALANCES, ACCRUAL BASIS

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES, Current Assets
ACCRUAL BASIS Cash and equivalents $ 1,539,066
Contributions and $ 1,123,501
grants receivable
Prepaid expenses $ 91,649
@ coa! Defense TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS ~ $ 2,754,216
and Research
$4,802,449 Other Assets
Fundraising Grants and contributions $ 241,895
$913.234 receivable-long term,
! net of discount
. Management Investments $15,102,930
and General Property and equipment, net $ 321,249
$807,705 Operating lease right-of-use $ 1,943,168
assets, net
Security deposits $ 36,595
TOTAL OTHER ASSETS $17,645,837
TOTAL $20,400,053
LIABILITIES

REVENUE

Current Liabilities

Accounts payable $ 60,043
L Accrued expenses $ 212,187
. gont:butlons and Accrued vacation $ 153,612
$2r?:8;,708 Operating Iea.se liability, $ 362,100
current portion
Special Events TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES ~ $ 787,942
$1,547,024
‘ Program Services e
$269 309 Other Liabilities
o Operating lease liability, $ 2,119,177
Interest and Dividends net of current position
$421,839 TOTAL $ 2,907,119
NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
Undesignated $ 7,074,125
Board designated quasi- $ 1,228,622
endowment
TOTAL NET ASSETS WITHOUT  $ 8,302,747
DONOR RESTRICTIONS
With donor restrictions $ 9,190,187

TOTAL $17,492,934

Our work over the past 12 months would not have been possible without the generous support of our
individual and institutional donors, many of whom are identified in this annual report. The Reporters
Committee for Freedom of the Press is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All contributions are tax deductible
to the fullest extent of the law. Copies of current financial statements are available on our website at
https://www.rcfp.org/annual-report/. You can also receive them upon request by contacting the Reporters
Committee at 1156 15th Street NW, Suite 1020, Washington, D.C., 20005 or by telephone at 202-795-9300.



OUR SUPPORTERS

The Reporters Committee is deeply grateful to all individual and household supporters. The list below represents all individuals and
households who donated over $1,000 in 2023 and are recognized as part of our Leadership Circle. Due to space considerations, we cannot
include the names of every single household who supports us, but we appreciate each and every donor who makes our work possible.
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Stephen J. Adler and
Lisa Grunwald Adler

Ogo Akamelu

Brittany Amadi
Anonymous (3)

David Apatoff

J. Scott Applewhite
Nancy Arnow

John Arthur

Daniel and Nancy Balz
Mark and Margaret Batten
S. Derek Bauer

Alan Berlow and Susan Blaustein
Robert A. Bertsche

Wolf Blitzer

David Boardman

Richard Boehne

Theodore J. Boutrous, Jr. and
Helen Boutrous

Diane Brayton

Andrew P. Bridges

Bruce Brown and Amy Rifkind
Ronna Brown

William and Debra Bulkeley Fund

Marcia L. Bullard and Thomas J.
McNamara Charitable Gift Fund

Massimo Calabresi and
Margaret Emery

John Callery & Sarah Rabil
Elliot Carlson

Patrick Carome

Margaret Carter

Anne Champion

Sewell Chan

Ann Chernicoff and Josh Perles
Lynette Clemetson
Dorothy Crenshaw

Susan De Vries

Richard Delay

Karen E Detlefsen

E.J. Dionne Jr

Mary Farran

Mike and Doris Feinsilber

The Roger and Katherine Feinthel
Charitable Fund in memory of
Katherine Feinthel

Charles and Joan Filson
Mark Fleming

Patricia Fluhrer

Kathryn Foxhall

Sarah Frazier

In memory of co-founder
Murray Fromson by
Dodi Fromson and family

Harold Fuson and Pamela Fuson

Manny Garcia

Emilio Garcia-Ruiz

The June Shih Charitable Fund
on behalf of Josh Gerstein

Alex Gibney and Anne Debevoise

David Giles

Lynn Glasser

Jeff Glasser

James Gleick

Susan Goldberg and
Geoffrey Etnire

Arthur Golden

Donald Graham and
Amanda Bennett

Karen Hagberg and Mark Jackson
Laura Handman

The Hanson Gaebler Giving Fund
Skila Harris

Pat and John Henry

Joseph Herron

Henry Hoberman and Jodi Brenner
Clark Hoyt and Linda Kauss
Sidney and Carol Hurlburt
Jacqueline Kinney

Andrew and Julie Klingenstein
Family Fund

Barbara Kommer and Kurt Koenig
Robert and Hale Krasne

Brian Krebs

Joel Kurtzberg

Richard Landesberg and
Ginette Archinal

Deborah Lattimore
Barbara Leal

Thomas Leatherbury and
Patricia Villareal

William Lee

Janet Levy

Cliff Levy

Margaret Low and Kinsey Wilson
Mary Lynne Martin

David McCraw

Kevin Merida

Eugene L. Meyer

Melvin Miller

Robert & Dale Mnookin

Joseph Mueller

Brody Mullins

Maggie Mulvihill

James Neff

Eudora Nesmith

Estate of Roland Ban Ninomiya
Lynn Novick & Ken Rosenberg
William Nutting

The Lida Orzeck Charitable Fund
Kari Palazzari

Nora Passamaneck

Norman and Jane Pearlstine

Pratt Family Fund of Berkshire
Taconic Community Foundation

Laura Quigg and Bjorn Flesaker
Lor and Susannah Randall

Dan Rather

Susan Reitz

Robert S. Rifkind

Carol Rosenberg

Thomas Rubin and Nina Russell
Cristine Russell and Ben Heineman
Mark Selwyn

Shea/Stokes Family Fund

Harry Sherr

Michael Smith

Kerry Smith

Jennifer Sondag

Paul Steiger and Wendy Brandes
Margaret Stern

Margaret Sullivan

AG Sulzberger

Michael Sweeney

Sherri and Adam Symson

Tim Syrett

Pierre and Alyson Thomas

Orin Tilevitz

Wiebe Tinga and
Johannes Eijmberts

Saundra and Jack Torry
Julie Lou Tripp

Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen
Charitable Fund

Vickie Walton-James

Julia Turner and Ben Wasserstein
Judy Woodruff

Robert and Dorothy Wortmann
David Yanofsky and Kate Pynoos
Julian and Stacy Yochum

Nina Zacuto

Kristin and H. A. Zisson



INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

Foundation, corporate, media, law, and nonprofit funding support is critical for the Reporters Committee’s continued impact. We are
grateful to organizational supporters that contributed over $1,000 in 2023, listed helow by category. Due to space considerations,
institutional funding at lower levels is not included, but we are grateful to all of our institutional funding partners.

CORPORATIONS

Apple

BlackRock

Brunswick Group
Chevron

Citi

CRC Advisors

DCI Group

DoubleVerify

Edelman Inc.

Elevate Communications
Gartner, Inc.

JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Microsoft

NewsGuard Technologies, Inc.

PNC Institutional Asset
Management

FOUNDATIONS AND TRUSTS

Abrams Foundation

Anne and Henry Zarrow
Foundation

Apatow-Mann Family Foundation
The Battery Foundation

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Carnegie Corporation of
New York

Chan Soon-Shiong
Family Foundation

Bruce W. Sanford and
Charles and Mary Elizabeth
Scripps Foundation

Craig Newmark Philanthropies

David and Katherine Moore
Family Foundation

Democracy Fund
The Dow Jones Foundation

Edward E. Haddock, Jr.
Family Foundation

Emerson Collective, LLC

George Kaiser Family Foundation
Golden Globe Foundation

Henry Luce Foundation

Inasmuch Foundation

James Gates Family Fund

John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation

The John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation

Jonathan Logan Family
Foundation

Kirkpatrick Foundation
The Klarman Family Foundation
Lumina Foundation

The Morton K. and Jane
Blaustein Foundation

The Nararo Foundation
The Petchers Foundation

Present Progressive Fund at
Schwab Charitable

Robert R. McCormick Foundation
The Snider Foundation

The Steinman Foundation

Stella P. Holt Foundation

Sustainable Grantmaking
Partners Fund

TEGNA Foundation
The Tess Memorial Fund
Ward Creek Foundation

LAW FIRMS

Baker & McKenzie

Ballard Spahr LLP

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Foley Hoag

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jenner & Block

Kirkland & Ellis

McGuireWoods

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

O’'Melveny & Myers LLP

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP

Proskauer Rose LLP

Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP

Williams & Connolly LLP

ZwillGen

MEDIA COMPANIES
Advance Publications, Inc.
ALM

ABC News

Bloomberg L.P.

Boston Globe Media

CNN

CBS News

Dow Jones & Company, Inc.
The E.W. Scripps Company
Gannett

GBH

Hearst

LNP Media Group
NBCuUniversal News Group
The New York Times Company
POLITICO LLC

Thomson Reuters

TIME USA, LLC

The Washington Post

NONPROFITS

The Associated Press
Associated Press Media Editors

Brechner Center for Freedom of
Information, University of Florida

Colorado Media Project

The Freedom Forum

Lancaster County Local
Journalism Fund

News/Media Alliance

The Pennsylvania Association
of Broadcasters

Pennsylvania NewsMedia
Association

Tennessee Association
of Broadcasters

University of Missouri School
of Journalism

Wallace House Center for Journalists
at the University of Michigan



FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AWARDS SPOTLIGHT

Feedom of the Pess

AWARDS 2023

Photo by Meridith Kohut

CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

MARTHA MINOW PIERRE G. THOMAS

The Reporters Committee honored pioneers in journalism
and law at the 2023 Freedom of the Press Awards in New
York. The event raised more than $1.7 million to support and
defend the free press for years to come.

The 2023 Freedom of the Press Awards honored (from left
to right): Glenn Cook, executive editor, and Rachel Aston,
photographer, for the Las Vegas Review-Journal; Pierre G.
Thomas, chief justice correspondent for ABC News; Martha
Minow, 300th Anniversary University Professor at Harvard
University; Rebecca Landsberry-Baker, executive director
of the Indigenous Journalists Association; and Ashton R.
Lattimore, editor-in-chief of Prism. Lizzie Johnson, local
enterprise reporter for The Washington Post, shared the
Catalyst award with Aston and Cook, but could not attend
the event.

LOCAL CHAMPION AWARD RISING STAR AWARD

|

REBECCA LANDSBERRY-BAKER ASHTON R. LATTIMORE

4

300th Anniversary Chief Justice Correspondent Executive Director Editor-in-Chief
University Professor ABC News Indigenous Journalists Prism
Harvard University Association
CATALYST AWARD

RACHEL ASTON GLENN COOK LIZZIE JOHNSON

Photographer Executive Editor Local Enterprise Reporter
Las Vegas Review-Journal Las Vegas Review-Journal The Washington Post



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Stephen J. Adler, Chairman
Reuters, Ret.

Margaret Low, Vice Chair
WBUR

Massimo Calabresi, Secretary-
Treasurer
TIME

David Boardman
Klein College of Media and
Communication, Temple University

Theodore J. Boutrous, Jr.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Gail Gove
NBCUniversal

Laura Handman
Davis Wright Tremaine

Diego Ibargiien
Hearst

Thomas C. Rubin
OpenAl

MEMBERS

Wolf Blitzer
CNN

Sewell Chan
Columbia Journalism Review

Lynette Clemetson
Wallace House Center for Journalists
at the University of Michigan

Jason Conti
Dow Jones

Nikhil Deogun
Brunswick Group

Manny Garcia
Houston Landing

Emilio Garcia-Ruiz
The San Francisco Chronicle

Josh Gerstein
POLITICO

Alex Gibney
Jigsaw Productions

James Grimaldi
The Wall Street Journal

Karen Kaiser
The Associated Press

Kimbriell Kelly

David Lauter
Los Angeles Times, Ret.

Colleen McCain Nelson
The McClatchy Company

James Neff
Philadelphia Inquirer

STEERING COMMITTEE

Norman Pearlstine
New York, NY

Charlie Savage
The New York Times

Jennifer Sondag
Bloomberg News

Nabiha Syed
Mozilla Foundation

Adam Symson
The E.W. Scripps Company

Matt Thompson
The New York Times

Vickie Walton-James
NPR

HONORARY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

J. Scott Applewhite, The Associated Press
Chip Bok, Creators Syndicate

Dahlia Lithwick, Slate

Tony Mauro, American Lawyer Media, Ret.
Jane Mayer, The New Yorker

Andrea Mitchell, NBC News

Maggie Mulvihill, Boston University
Carol Rosenberg, The New York Times
Paul Steiger, ProPublica

Pierre Thomas, ABC News

Saundra Torry, Freelance

Judy Woodruff, PBS/The NewsHour

Our staff of more than 30 legal, communications, finance, development, and other experts, including legal
fellows, ensure we can provide high quality legal support for journalists. Meet them at rcfp.org/staff/

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press provides pro bono legal representation,
amicus curiae support, and other legal resources to protect First Amendment freedoms and
the newsgathering rights of journalists.

REPORTERS
COMNITTEE

FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Donations to the Reporters Committee help to protect the right to gather
and distribute news; to keep government accountable by ensuring access to
public records, meetings, and courtrooms; and to preserve free speech and a
free press, as guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

DONATE EASILY AND SECURELY AT RCFP.ORG/DONATE OR BY SCANNING THE QR CODE AT LEFT.

Have questions about donating appreciated stock, donor advised funds, or
other non-cash giving, or supporting the Reporters Committee in your estate
plan? Email giving@rcfp.org and we’d love to talk through your options.

SCAN TO MAKE
A DONATION
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NATIONWIDE PRESENCE

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Coalition lawsuit against Denver O Local Legal Initiative states

Pub'lic School Board secures release RCFP rapid response ‘ ProJourn states
ProJourn legal vetting of video from unlawful meeting following raid of Marion

for public radio station changing school security policies County Record

in youth soccer league

Nevada Supreme J

Court agrees with “

RCFP that state shield e LLI secures precedent-

law applies to the \ IN .1“? setting win in Allegheny
‘ r County jail autopsy case

investigation
records of murdered
journalist Jeff German y
' LLI represents media
coalition securing records
in Tyre Nichols killing
RCFP helps to secure $700,000
settlement for public radio

journalist unlawfully arrested . , : Legal services for the McCurtain
at protest Gazette and Frontier unearth jail
' ‘ and police body-camera footage
of abuses of Native American men




